Van Ness Avenue Water Transmission Grid Main
Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration

Prepared for:

City of Fresno
Department of Public Utilities
Utilities Planning and Engineering
2101 G Street, Building A
Fresno, CA 93706

Prepared on: February 2022

Blair,
>hurch
CFlynn

Blair, Church & Flynn Consulting Engineers
451 Clovis Avenue, Suite 200
Clovis, CA 93612
www.bcf-engr.com

P:\221-0232\_Documents\Environmental\221232_ISMND_ScreencheckDraft.docx



This page is intentionally blank.

P:\221-0232\_Documents\Environmental\221232_ISMND_ScreencheckDraft.docx



Table of Contents

L (o T=Tot A @ 1= 1= SR 1
L E ST (1o PP P PP PPPPPPPPPPPP 1
Environmental Factors Potentially AfFECIEA ..........ooiiiiiiiiiii e 3

Chapter 1 £Project Description and SEtHNG .........cccviiiiiee e e e s s e e e e s s s e e e e e e s s stntreeeaeeeesennnnnnees 4
L (o 1=t AR Y=Y 1] Vo PSRRI 4
e (o] [=Tei D=1 o 1 o1 [o] o PO T PP PP OPPPPOPPI 4

Chapter 2 £EnvIronmMeNntal ChECKIIST. ..........ooiiiiiiiiii e e 9

2.0 ABSENELICS ...ttt r e 10

2.2 Agricultural and FOrestry RESOUICES .........cooiiiiiieiiiiiee ittt ettt 12

2.3 AT QUAIEY ettt ettt e e e e R bt e e e b e e e e e aab e e e et e e e e nene 15

A =10 [o o T Tor= L =T Yo 0T o= 21

2.5 CURUIAI RESOUITES ....ceiiiriiieiiitii ettt ettt e et e e e st e e et et e e e anre e e e e annr e e e s annreeeennes 24

2.8 ENEIQY oottt et e e e e et e e e n e e et e e e s e e s 28

2.7 GEO0IOGY ANA SOIIS....eeiiiiiiiiie ettt et neee 29

2.8  Greenhouse Gas EMISSIONS .......c.cueiiiriiieiiiiiee ettt e e e s e e 32

2.9 Hazards and Hazardous MALEIAIS ..........c.eeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt 33

2.10 Hydrology and Water QUAILY ...........eeeriuiieeiiiiie ettt et e et e e e e 39

2.11 Land USE and PIANNING .......uuueuuueieiuieieieieieieierereierernreereeeeeere...—.—.—————————————————————. 42

2.12 MiINEIAlI RESOUICES .....ciitiiie ittt etttk e e et e e et e e e st e e e s et e e e ann e e e s nnnr e e e e nnes 43

20 B N o 1 - TSI 44

2.14 Population @nd HOUSING ....c.ouuuiiiiiiiiee ittt e et e e et e e et e e e neee 46

2.15 PUBIC SEIVICES ...ttt ettt e et e e et e e et e e e e e e e 47

B2 G = Tod ==V o SR 49

2.17 Transportation/TraffiC..........oouueii e 50

2.18 Tribal CUUIAl RESOUITES ......oiiiiiiriiee ittt ettt e et e e e e e 52

2.19 UtilitieS and SEIrVICE SYSIEIMS .....uuuuuiuiriuiuieiuiiieierererniererererereeeee—————a—————.———.———————.——areenr.. 54

B2 0 AV 1o | = S 56

2.21 Mandatory Findings Of SIgNIfICANCE...........coiiiiiiiii e 58

Chapter 3 xMitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program ..o, 60

Lead Agency and ReSPONSIDIE AGENCY .....c.uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 60

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting COOrAINALON ...........uiiiiiiieiiiii et 60
Monitoring and Reporting Procedures for Design-, Site Clearing-, and Construction-Related

MItIGALION IMEASUIES. ... ettt ettt e e oottt et e e e e e s e s ba b e et e e e e e e saanbabeeeeeeeeesannbbaneaeaaeeeanns 60
Monitoring and Reporting Procedures for Operational- and Maintenance-Related Mitigation

IMIBAISUIES ...ttt e e oo ettt e e e e e e e ettt e s e e et et e te bt e e e e et et e bbb e e e e e eeeen b e e eaeeene 60

Chapter 4 FREIEIENCES ...ttt e e oo ettt et e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e e e annbaaeeeeaaeeeannns 65

Blair, Van Ness Avenue Water Transmission Grid Main Project
hurch Page’

AcFlynn



Figures

[ (o U= o o= 110 g Y = T T PO PP O TP UPPPPPOPP 6
[T [0 (T2 I T To O LY I =V | = o SRR 7
LT T TR S| (=T Y/ o J SRS 8
Tables
Table 1: Annual Construction EmiSSioNS (TONS PEF YEAI) ...cccoiuiiiiiiiiieeeiiiiee ettt e et e et ee s snneee e 16
Table 2: MItIgatioN MEASUIES .......ccoiiiiiie ittt ettt e e st e e e e st b e e e e s be e e e e abe e e e e abbeeeeabreeeeaas 61
Appendices
Appendix A: California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod) RESUILS .............evvvvvviiiiviiiiiiiiiniiininininnn, A-1
Appendix B: Cultural RESOUICES ASSESSIMENL .......uuuuuuieurieueierereierrrereanrnrnrerererrrne——————————————————————————. B-1
Appendix C: Hazardous MAaLEralS SUINVEY ........coiuiiiiiiiiieiiiie ettt C-1
Appendix D: AB 52 CorreSpondenCe RECOIM .........cooiiuiiieiiiiiie ittt D-1
Blair, Van Ness Avenue Water Transmission Grid Main Project
hurch Pagsdi

AcFlynn



Project Overview

Initial Study

1. Project Title:

2. Lead Agency Name and Address:

3. Contact Person and Phone Number:

4. Project Location:

5 3URMHFW 6SRQVRUYV 1DPH DQ

6. General Plan Designation(s) (City of Fresno,

2014):
7. Zoning
8. Description of Project:

9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting:
Descriptions include existing zoning and land

use; planned land uses in the Project area are to
remain the same as existing.

10. Public Agency Approvals (potential):

Van Ness Avenue Water Transmission Grid Main

City of Fresno
2101 G Street, Building A
Fresno, CA 93706

Beth Field, PE, Department of Public Utilities,
Utilities Planning and Engineering
559-621-1607

Fresno, CA

City of Fresno
2101 G Street, Building A
Fresno, CA 93706

Downtown Neighborhood from Divisadero St. to
Stanislaus St. (NW section)

Downtown Core from Stanislaus St. to Merced St.
(SE section)

See Project Description. Relocation and
replacement of water transmission grid mains.

North: Neighborhood Mixed Use (existing single-
and multi-family uses)

East: Downtown Core (existing Commercial, Office,
Public/Institutional uses); Downtown General
(existing Commercial, Office uses); Downtown
Neighborhood (existing multi-family uses)

South: Downtown Core (existing Commercial,
Office, Public/Institutional uses)

West: Downtown Neighborhood (existing multi-
family uses)

Cal/OSHA =zconstruction/excavation permit
City of Fresno xplan check approval

Fresno Irrigation District £plan check approval

Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District tplan
check approval

Regional Water Quality Control Board +
Construction General Permit

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District +
Indirect Source Review; Construction Notification
Form
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11. Have California Native American tribes A Native American consultation has been
traditionally and culturally affiliated with the completed. See Appendix D for a record of
project area requested consultation pursuant to correspondence that was sent to interested tribes.
Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, No responses were received after the required
is there a plan for consultation that includes, for noticing period.
example, the determination of significance of
impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures
regarding confidentiality, etc.?

The State requires lead agencies to consider the potential effects of proposed projects and consult with
California Native American tribes during the local planning process for the purpose of protecting
Traditional Tribal Cultural Resources through the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Guidelines. Pursuant to PRC Section 21080.3.1, the lead agency shall begin consultation with the
California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographical area of
the proposed project. Such significant cultural resources are either sites, features, places, cultural
landscapes, sacred places, and objects with cultural value to a tribe which is either on or eligible for
inclusion in the California Historic Register or local historic register, or, the lead agency, at its discretion,
and supported by substantial evidence, choose to treat the resources as a Tribal Cultural Resources
(PRC Section 21074(a)(1-2). According to the most recent census data, California is home to 109
currently recognized Indian tribes. Tribes in California currently have nearly 100 separate reservations or
Rancherias. Fresno County has a number of Rancherias such as Table Mountain Rancheria, Millerton
Rancheria, Big Sandy Rancheria, Cold Springs Rancheria, and Squaw Valley Rancheria. These
Rancherias are not located within the city limits.

Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and project

proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse impacts

to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental review

process. (See PRC Section 21083.3.2.) Information may also be available from the California Native

$PHULFDQ +HULWDJH &RPPLVVLRQYV 6DFUHG /DQGYV )LOH SHU 35& 6HFWLR
Historical Resources Information System administered by the California Office of Historic Preservation.

Please also note that PRC Section 21082.3(c) contains provisions specific to confidentiality.
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Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by the project, involving at least
one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

Aesthetics Agriculture and Forestry Resources D Air Quality

Biological Resources Cultural Resources Energy

Geology/Soils Greenhouse Gas Emissions Hazards & Hazardous Materials

Hydrology/Water Quality Land Use/Planning Mineral Resources

OoOo0gddono
Ooogdonn
ooobogd

Noise Population/Housing Public Services
Recreation Transportation Tribal Cultural Resources
Utilities/Service Systems Wildfire Mandatory Findings of Significance
Determination
On the basis of this Initial Study:
D | find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.
@ | find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant

effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

D | find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT is required.

D | find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant unless mitigated”
impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as
described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects
that remain to be addressed.

D | find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all potentially
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATEIVE DECLARATION pursuant to
applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION,
including revisions or mitigation measures that are impost upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

%M ﬂ o1)3\ /22

=

Signjature Date
Beth Field. City of Fresno  Professional Engineer
Printed Name Title
L
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Chapter 1 2Project Description and Setting

This document has been prepared to satisfy the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines (14 California
Code of Regulations [CCR] 15000 et seq.). CEQA requires that all state and local government agencies
consider the environmental consequences of projects over which they have discretionary authority before
they approve or implement those projects.

Project Setting

The Project site is located within the City of Fresno (City), along Van Ness Avenue and the adjacent
alleys between Divisadero Street and Merced Street 7KH DUHD LV FODVVLILHG LQ WKH &LW\TV
Plan as Downtown Neighborhood from Divisadero Street to Stanislaus Street (northwest section of
Project Area) and Downtown Core from Stanislaus Street to Merced Street (southeast section of Project
Area) (City of Fresno, 2014). Van Ness Avenue is classified as an Expressway from Divisadero Street to
its end point at South Railroad Avenue. It is classified as a Scenic Expressway from Divisadero to East
Normal Avenue, then transitions back to an Expressway heading north. Existing land uses in the Project
Area include mostly commercial and office buildings, with some public/institutional buildings and one
multi-family housing development (apartment complex) on the southwest side of Van Ness Avenue
between East Stanislaus Street and Calaveras Street. There are no schools, hospitals, or other sensitive
receptors located in the immediate vicinity, nor are there any environmentally sensitive areas. Figure 1
Location Maps depicts the Project vicinity and site, and Figure 2 General Plan Land Use Diagram shows
existing land use and circulation classifications.

Project Description

The City is proposing the Van Ness Avenue Water Transmission Grid Main (TGM) Project (Project),
which would include construction of approximately 0.55 miles of replacement water distribution mains
within Van Ness Avenue between Divisadero Street and Merced Street in Downtown Fresno, California.
The Project would also relocate all services to existing buildings that front Van Ness Avenue that are
currently served by water mains in the alleys between Van Ness and Fulton Street and between Van
Ness and L Street. Existing water mains in those alleys serve properties on each side of the alleys and
would remain in place until future projects are completed to install new water mains in adjacent main
streets and relocate the services for the properties that do not front Van Ness Avenue. The existing water
mains in the alleys may be abandoned after all services have been transferred. Additionally, the existing
2-inch water line in Van Ness Avenue, from Amador Street to Divisadero Street that serves a few
properties along Van Ness Avenue would also be replaced with the proposed TGM, and services would
be similarly transferred. Figure 1 (below) shows the Project location.

Existing water mains consist mainly of 10- and 12-inch cast-iron pipe. The proposed TGM would be
located along an alignment within Van Ness Avenue and would be either Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) or
ductile iron pipe. The City anticipates that the proposed water main may range in size from 12 to 16
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inches in diameter. Most construction would occur within City of Fresno right-of-way, with some occurring
within private properties to transfer services from the alleys to Van Ness Avenue. New water and fire
services would be constructed from the proposed TGM to those properties fronting Van Ness Avenue that
are currently served by the existing water mains within the alleys. Services to be relocated would be
installed within City Street right-of-way up to the water meter for each property. All service alignments
would be maintained as much as possible within the properties they serve to avoid the need to secure
any easements, however some properties may require their services to be routed through adjacent
properties due to space limitations, and the City would need to issue cross-access agreements for these
properties. New fire hydrants along Van Ness Avenue would be installed at the current City spacing
requirements, and new services would be similarly designed from the proposed TGM for each hydrant
within City right-of-way. Construction may include open trenching as well as direct boring. Trench
resurfacing in Van Ness Avenue would include application of a slurry seal. All work would occur outside of
building footprints and no buildings would be disturbed.

Due to the timing of funding, construction of the proposed TGM would be split into two phases. Phase |
would include construction of the proposed TGM within Van Ness Avenue between Amador and
Calaveras Streets, and within Amador Street from the alley to Van Ness Avenue. Phase | construction is
anticipated to occur from May 1, 2022 to October 31, 2022.

Phase Il would include construction of the proposed TGM within Van Ness Avenue between Divisadero
and Amador Streets, and between Calaveras and Merced Streets. Phase Il construction would start
October 2022 and would be completed within approximately 12 months.

The purpose of the Project is to replace existing outdated and substandard water mains with larger
transmission grid mains (TGM) that would meet modern performance and safety standards and serve
current and near-future demands. Additionally, replacement and maintenance of existing mains within
alleys is difficult due to the multitude of other utilities and features present; relocating mains to major
streets would better facilitate system operations and maintenance.

The Project would not cause any additional expansion or development, rather it would replace aging
infrastructure to meet current standards and performance requirements and ensure adequate service to
meet increased demands that have occurred over the past several decades as a result of development
and population increases. The City expects to undertake similar future projects to replace existing water
mains in Downton Fresno alleys, but each project would be separate, with unknown timing and scope,
and would not cause any additional expansion or development.

Figure 3 Site Map shows the Project Boundary, existing Water Transmission Grid Mains, and Phase | and
Phase Il Proposed Water Transmission Grid Mains.
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PROJECT SITE

LOCATION MAP
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